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YOUTH  IN  THE 


UNITED  ARAB  REPUBLIC 


Egyptian  and  foreign  youths  at  the  International  Youth 
Working   Gamp   in   virgin   land   districts. 


Youth    welfare  : 

In  every  country  youth  is  the  renovating  element. 
It  is  youth  which  reactivates  civilisation  with  renewed 
energy  in  the  journey  of  human  life.  That  is  why  youth 
in  any  state  is  worthy  of  special  care  and  attention  so 
that  it  may  preserve  the  value  of  a  nation's  civilisation. 

The  United  Arab  Republic  has  been  well  aware  of 
this  truth  ever  since  the  inception  of  the  glorious 
Revolution  of  1952.  It  conceived  the  vision  of  its 
loyal  sons  who  laid  down  their  lives  in  the  defence  of 
its  freedom  and  its  right  to  independence. 

Indeed,  the  Revolution  itself  was  the  very  personifica- 
tion of  the  hopes  of  the  youths  of  Egypt  who  were  deter- 
mined that  no  longer  should  part  of  their  country  be 
under  foreign  occupation,  and  the  remainder  exploited 
by  a  handful  of  men  while  the  toiling  masses  receive 
no    part   of  their    country's    wealth. 

Consequently,  the  Revolution  fostered  the  idea  of 
youth  and  offered  care  and  protection  to  the  country's 
sons  and  daughters  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  blazing 
torch  of  freedom  and  thereby  take  their  turn  in  the 
preservation    of  human    civilisation. 


That  is  why  the  Revolution  established  the  Higher 
Council  for  the  Welfare  of  Youth  in  1954  to  include 
specialists  in  youth  movements  as  well  as  elements  from 
among  the  young  people  of  the  country.  It  worked  out 
plans  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  generation  of  youth 
leadership  which  could  bear  the  responsibilities  of  the 
future  on  their  shoulders. 

The  Council  encouraged  youth  activities  in  their 
various  sectors  and  specialisations.  It  provided  provincial 
clubs  to  enable  the  youth  of  the  rural  areas  to  engage  in 
sports  and  to  open  their  minds  to  new  horizons.  These 
clubs  also  undertook  to  raise  the  intellectual  standard 
by  offering  culture  in  a  simplified  manner  suitable  to 
their  environment. 

The  Council  directed  the  activities  of  town-bred 
youth  to  popular  playgrounds  which  prevented  them 
from  wasting  their  time.  There  they  developed  sports 
which  in  turn  taught  them  to  be  sociable  and  instilled 
in  them  a  spirit  of  camaraderie.  Arts  and  culture  suitable 
to  their  intellectual  level  were  also  fostered. 

Moreover,  the  Council  supervised  the  activities  of 
university  students  by  providing  technical  organs  in 
conjunction  with  students'  unions.  It  organised  Univer- 
sity and  High  Institute  Studerts'  Weeks  to  bring  together 
the  cultured  revolutionary  youth  at  big  festivals  and 
other  events.  Through  such  contacts  and  through 
discussions  the  youth  gained  new  experiences.  Each 
could  benefit  from  the  knowledge  of  the  other,   and    the 


system    greatly     enriched      the     cultural    and    artistic 
developments  of  the  country. 

The  Council  did  not  forget  other  sectors  of  youth 
including  farmers  and  workers.  For  them  it  organised 
festivals,  particularly  the  Revolution  Anniversaries  which, 
like  a  tableau  vivant,  graphically  showed  what  the  Rev- 
olution had   accomplished   for   their  own  sectors. 

The  role  of  youth  : 

Egyptian  youth  have  played  a  leading  role  in  the 
revolution  against  imperialism  and  in  the  rejection  of 
foreign  oppression  of  their  land.  They  led  the  masses 
during  the  1919  uprising  and  it  was  they  who  again 
called  for  independence  in  1935  and  who  demonstrated 
against  corrupt  rule  in  1946  ever  ready  to  lay  down  their 
lives  in  their  heroic  stand.  They  participated  in  the 
Palestine  War  of  1948  and  were  responsible  for  the 
country's  valiant  stand  in  the  Canal  Zone  in  1951. 
This  self-same  youth  provided  a  protective  armour  for 
the  Revolution  and  continued  to  participate  with 
patriotism  and  loyalty  in  political  work  after  the 
Revolution.  It  adopted  the  thoughts  of  the  masses  from 
which  it  emanated  and  inspired  the  National  Charter. 
Youth  also  carried  the  greater  part  of  the  burden  in 
effecting  the  social  changes  of  the  Republic. 

Youth  represents  the  balance  of  power  in  society  and, 
both  by  quantity  and  quality,  is  capable  of  effecting 
vital  changes  in  its  movement.     Thus    the   development 


8 


of  society  is  closely  linked  with  the  care  and  protection 
of  youth  and  with  the  setting  up  of  cadres  for  the  training 
of  young  people. 

This  is  why  the  President  has  laid  the  responsibility 
on  the  youth  of  this  generation  to  create  a  new  and 
tougher  generation  still  more  determined  and  more 
ambitious  than  the  last.  This  has  been  achieved  by 
conceiving  new  intellectual  horizons,  by  instilling  into 
the  youth  of  today  an  unswerving  faith,  and  by  offering 
them  the  opportunity  to  forge  ahead  without  the 
imposition   of  restrictions. 

Ministry  of  Youth  : 

The  role  of  youth  was  seen  by  the  State  as  of  such 
great  importance  that  an  independent  Ministry  for 
Youth  was  established  to  further  the  views  of  (he  Presi- 
dent. A  Socialist  Youth  Organisation  was  also  set  up 
within  the  Arab  Socialist  Union  to  provide  a  framework 
in  which  the  Union  would  move.  The  Organisation  is 
comprised  of  youths  from  16  to  25  from  the  various 
sectors  :  workers,  farmers  and  intellectuals.  The  plan 
was  to  train  them  for  leadership  in  the  various  groups 
and  to  provide  a  solid  basis  in  the  face  of  imperialism 
and  reaction. 

This  youth  has  been  able  to  accomplish  much  in  the 
fields  of  public  and  environmental  services.  It  established 
camps  in  certain  regions  which  lacked  services,  the  purpose 
being  to  attract  youthful  elements  to  remedy  the  situation. 
It  also  appointed  vanguards  in  production  units  to  help 

A  budding  interest  in  industrial 
and     technical    training    is     en- 
couraged. 


Volley  -  ball  match. 


Fencing  game  —  one  of  the  pastimes  of  youths  in  Egypt. 
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Artistic    culture   and   plastic   arts. 
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Once   more  with   greater  feeling. 


Nurse   training    class   for    girls   for    defence  measures, 


Military   training   for   school  girls   and  boys. 
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in  accordance  with  the  aims  of  the  Development  Plan. 
Youth  has  also  established  military  training  camps  and 
has  supplied  contingents  to  serve  troops  stationed  in 
the  front  lines.  It  has  contributed  to  both  civil  and 
military  defence  and  has  been  in  the  forefront  in  offering 
its  blood  so  necessary  in  the  battle  against  Zionist- 
imperialist  aggression.  Youth  plays  an  important  role 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  where  it  is  an  essential  element, 
and  it  is  youth  who  are  accomplishing  heroic  deeds  day 
after   day   along   the   road    to   victory. 

Ever  mindful  that  students  constitute  thle  cultural 
vanguard  of  youth  imbued  with  vitality  and  the  spirit 
of  revolutionism,  the  State  has  shown  great  interest  in 
the  creation  and  development  of  student  unions.  These 
unions,  attached  to  every  college,  embody  all  kinds  of 
activities  :  arts  and  sports,  social  and  cultural  develop- 
ments, techniques  of  scouting  and  camping  and  so  on. 

There  is  also  a  General  Students'  Federation  on  an 
international  level,  embracing  not  only  students  at  home 
but  also  those  who  are  studying  abroad,  delegates  from 
which  have  participated  in  international  students' 
congresses.  It  was  the  Federation  which  fostered  the 
idea  for  the  formation  of  a  Confederation  of  Arab 
Students.  Not  forgetting  that  the  United  Arab  Republic 
is  part  of  Africa  it  also  helped  in  the  organisation  of 
student  unions  throughout  that  continent  and  became 
a  member  of  the  secretariat  of  the  central  body. 

The  State's  programme  : 

The  three  main  elements  taken  into  consideration  by 
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the  State  in  drawing  up  the  broad  lines  of  its  programme 
for  the  formation  of  a  conscious  and  responsible  youth 
may  be  outlined  as  follows   : 

First  :  The  creation  of  resistance  against  unwhole- 
some deviation  through  schemes  to  help  young  people 
to  spend  their  spare  time  in  a  healthy  and  profitable 
manner,  to  implant  the  right  principles  in  their  minds 
and  to  equip  them  with  a  conscious  intellect  so  that  they 
may  always  keep  in  contact  with  their  society. 

Second  :  The  need  for  youth  to  develop  and  explore 
the  future  through  personal  experience.  This  means 
that  objective  and  practical  planning  should  be  made 
by  young  men  who  share  each  others  feelings  and  have 
similar  reactions. 

Third  :  The  division  of  youth  into  sectors  to  enable 
special  individual  planning  for  each  sector  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  purpose  behind  these  three  principles  was  to 
elaborate  a  State  plan  for  the  welfare  of  youth  within 
the  framework  of  the  overall  national  social  plan  since 
youth  is  the  effective  element  in  society's  movement 
towards   progress   and   prosperity. 

Sufficient  expert  knowledge  was  found  to  be  available 
for  the  guidance  of  youth  towards  a  true  expression  of 
the  voice  of  society  and  for  exploiting  the  revolutionary 
energies  of  youth  towards  this  end  in  the  various  social, 
cultural,   political  and  military  fields. 
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In  alt  countries  a  youth  plan  is  generally  connected 
with  a  general  state  plan  and  the  country's  ideological 
and  political  trend.  Youth  planning  in  the  U.A.R. 
is  characterised  by  the  socialist  trend  followed  by  the 
State.  It  is  also  linked  up  with  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding youth  in  the  past.  This  has  necessitated  taking 
into  consideration  the  following  essential  points   : 

1 .  Youth  welfare  is  a  fertile  ground  for  the  formation 
of  leaderships  of  society  today  and  for  effecting  social 
and  political  changes  within  that  society. 

2.  Youth  welfare  should  reach  every  sector  so  that  no 
one  sector  can  deprive  another  of  their  share  since  they 
all  constitute  one     single  striking  force  in  society. 

3.  The  plan  should  be  elastic  so  that  it  may  benefit 
from  trial  and  error  and  always  remain  connected  with 
the   general  needs  of  society. 

4.  It  should  work  towards  implanting  ideology  and 
high  values  in  the  life  of  youth  and  strengthening  social 
values  in  their  minds  so  as  to  provide  young  people 
with  a  strong  impetus  to  defend  their  ideology  and  their 
country. 

5.  Ties  should  be  consolidated  between  the  move- 
ment of  Egyptian  youth  and  liberal  youth  movements 
throughout  the  world  in  order  to  form  a  bloc  of  revolu- 
tionary youth  working  for  the  entrenchment  of  peace 
and  combating  the  forces  of  imperialism  and  exploitation. 
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Thus  the  plan,  in  its  execution,  is  closely  connected 
with  the  aims  of  the  socialist   society  in  the  Republic. 

The  United  Arab  Republic,  in  addition  to  its  constant 
care  of  youth  and  its  services  to  them  in  so  many  fields, 
has  also  sought  their  help  in  the  exploitation  of  scientific 
potentialities  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  scientific 
progress  in  this  modern  world.  Therefore,  in  addition 
to  free  and  ever  wider  education,  scientific  research 
centres  have  been  established  where  youthful  specialists 
may  play  their  part  in  enriching  the  country's   scope. 

The  youth  of  the  Republic  has  given  back  as  much  as 
it  has  taken.  Youth  feels  indebted  towards  the  nation 
and  every  day  pays  back  part  of  that  debt.  Youth  has 
participated  in  the  industrial  revival  and  in  the  great 
projects  of  the  country.  It  is  the  present  generation  of 
youth  which  is  burdened  with  the  responsibility  of 
liberating  the  land  and  constructing  an  impregnable 
wall  in  face  of  world  Zionism.  It  is  this  generation, 
entrusted  with  such  an  honour,  which  will  also  reap  the 
fruit. 


Scout  Camps. 
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